📘 The Talkative Barber
A. Competency-Based MCQs
1. The barber’s habit caused the Sultan to —
A) reward him with gold
B) cancel his plan
C) become restless and annoyed
D) invite his brothers

2. The barber’s stories were mostly about —
A) kings and ministers
B) his neighbours
C) his brothers and their odd habits
D) his travels to distant lands

3. The main cause of delay in shaving was —
A) lack of shaving tools
B) excessive talking by the barber
C) the Sultan changing his mind
D) absence of a mirror

4. The Sultan’s instructions to the barber were —
A) repeatedly ignored
B) followed quickly
C) misunderstood entirely
D) obeyed silently

5. The barber’s constant speech showed that he —
A) disliked silence
B) was eager to finish work
C) had no manners
D) was overly talkative and self-focused

6. The story’s tone can be best described as —
A) frightening
B) humorous
C) mysterious
D) sorrowful

7. The Sultan finally realized that the only way to silence the barber was by —
A) sending him away
B) punishing him
C) offering him food and coins
D) locking him in a room

8. The barber’s delay made the Sultan feel —
A) entertained
B) grateful
C) impatient and frustrated
D) curious about the barber’s life

9. The barber in the story can be seen as —
A) overconfident in telling endless personal tales
B) careless and unskilled in his profession
C) amusing but unaware of his constant interruptions
D) silent but very efficient at his work

10. The story of the barber shows the importance of —
A) having many siblings
B) talking more during work
C) listening to the king
D) being focused and timely

B. 🔁 Match the Following 
Instructions: Match the items in Column A with the correct items in Column B. Write the correct option (a–e) next to each number.
	Column A
	Column B


1. The barber | a) Has a humorous tone
2. The barber’s talking | b) Caused delay by talking too much
3. The Sultan | c) Were described in strange ways
4. The barber’s brothers | d) Made the Sultan impatient
5. The story | e) Wanted to be shaved quickly

C.📘 Extract-Based SAQs

📝 Extract 1
“In the city of Cashgar lived a barber who was a great talker. Once the Sultan called the barber to shave his head. The barber started talking non-stop instead of shaving him.”
a) State what the barber did instead of starting his work.
b) Describe one trait of the barber’s personality based on this extract.
c) Write how the Sultan might have felt at that moment.
d) Mention what the setting of this part of the story is.

📝 Extract 2
“I have six brothers... One is humpbacked, one is toothless, one is half-blind, one is quite blind, one is deaf and the other has a defect in his speech.”
a) Write what the barber was talking about here.
b) Mention one strange quality about his brothers.
c) State how the barber described his family in general.
d) Suggest one reason the barber mentioned his brothers at this point.

📝 Extract 3
“Give him three pieces of gold,” cried the Sultan, “and send him away. I will not be shaved today!”
a) Mention the reward the Sultan wanted to give to the barber.
b) State the Sultan’s decision about the shave.
c) Describe the Sultan’s mood based on this line.
d) Write what the Sultan wanted to do with the barber.


















📘 The Talkative Barber – MCQs with Answers

1. The barber’s habit caused the Sultan to —
A) reward him with gold
B) cancel his plan
C) become restless and annoyed
D) invite his brothers
✅ Answer: C

2. The barber’s stories were mostly about —
A) kings and ministers
B) his neighbours
C) his brothers and their odd habits
D) his travels to distant lands
✅ Answer: C

3. The main cause of delay in shaving was —
A) lack of shaving tools
B) excessive talking by the barber
C) the Sultan changing his mind
D) absence of a mirror
✅ Answer: B

4. The Sultan’s instructions to the barber were —
A) repeatedly ignored
B) followed quickly
C) misunderstood entirely
D) obeyed silently
✅ Answer: A

5. The barber’s constant speech showed that he —
A) disliked silence
B) was eager to finish work
C) had no manners
D) was overly talkative and self-focused
✅ Answer: D

6. The story’s tone can be best described as —
A) frightening
B) humorous
C) mysterious
D) sorrowful
✅ Answer: B

7. The Sultan finally realized that the only way to silence the barber was by —
A) sending him away
B) punishing him
C) offering him food and coins
D) locking him in a room
✅ Answer: C

8. The barber’s delay made the Sultan feel —
A) entertained
B) grateful
C) impatient and frustrated
D) curious about the barber’s life
✅ Answer: C

9. The barber in the story can be seen as —
A) overconfident in telling endless personal tales
B) careless and unskilled in his profession
C) amusing but unaware of his constant interruptions
D) silent but very efficient at his work
✅ Answer: C

10. The story of the barber shows the importance of —
A) having many siblings
B) talking more during work
C) listening to the king
D) being focused and timely
✅ Answer: D


✅ Answer Key
1 → b
2 → d
3 → e
4 → c
5 → a

✅ Extract 1 – Answers
“In the city of Cashgar lived a barber who was a great talker. Once the Sultan called the barber to shave his head. The barber started talking non-stop instead of shaving him.”
a) He talked continuously instead of shaving the Sultan.
b) He was very talkative and did not focus on his work.
c) He might have felt annoyed or impatient.
d) The city of Cashgar, in the Sultan’s palace.

✅ Extract 2 – Answers
“I have six brothers... One is humpbacked, one is toothless, one is half-blind, one is quite blind, one is deaf and the other has a defect in his speech.”
a) He was talking about his six brothers.
b) One of them was toothless.
c) He described them all as having some kind of defect or problem.
d) He brought up his brothers to delay the shaving and continue his chatter.

✅ Extract 3 – Answers
“Give him three pieces of gold,” cried the Sultan, “and send him away. I will not be shaved today!”
a) Three pieces of gold.
b) He decided not to get shaved.
c) He was angry and frustrated.
d) He wanted the barber to be sent away.


